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FREMANTLE PORT PRIVATISATION AND BROWSE GAS PROJECT 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.19 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as to allow the following motion to be moved 
forthwith — 

That this house condemns the government for its chaos and dysfunction, as demonstrated by 
the Fremantle port privatisation fiasco and the loss of the Browse gas project. 

These are important issues. They go to the heart of this government’s capacity to manage itself and to manage 
the state. It is important that these issues are debated today. I am seeking an assurance from the Leader of the 
House that each side of this house will be given 30 minutes to debate these issues. I will tell members why this 
matter is urgent. This government has spent a fortune on its failed Fremantle port privatisation plan. This 
government has given every indication that cabinet and the government were behind that plan. This government 
has sent every message to the community that that privatisation would happen this year. However, that was all 
based on a lie. It is hopeless management of Western Australia. It is hopeless management of government. It is 
a dysfunctional, divided, useless rabble running this state. Where is the National Party? Where is the Premier? 
I know where they are. The National Party is advising him, “Oh, we’re just undermining your entire 
government’s project at the moment.” 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You would not know. 

That is why we are demanding matter of public interest rules, and if we do not get it, we are going to move 
motion after motion all day to debate this issue, because this is important. The loss of the Browse project and the 
failed Fremantle port privatisation fiasco deserve proper consideration by this house under MPI rules. That is 
what they deserve. We are saying to this failed Premier that that is the time we want, and we want to debate it 
now. 

The ball is now in the government’s court. I am seeking an assurance of 30 minutes a side on this matter, and 
I think that is reasonable, considering what the government has done to this state—the projects it has lost, and 
the failed fiasco of the Fremantle port privatisation. That is what we are asking for. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Premier! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is up to the government. I am looking at the Leader of the House for his assurance, but 
I can keep speaking about this; I am more than happy to. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Premier! I call you to order for the first time. Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Sorry, Mr Speaker—who did you call to order? 

The SPEAKER: The Premier. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier. Good stuff. At least the government got one thing right today! 

I am seeking an assurance from the Leader of the House in relation to that. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Yes, we’ll give you 20 minutes each side. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No. Not acceptable. 

I will continue to put the case as to why this matter is urgent. This matter is urgent because it shows the chaos 
and dysfunction at the heart of this government. The Premier cannot even control his own cabinet. The 
government is at war with itself. Backbenchers are at war with ministers; ministers are at war with other 
ministers within the Liberal Party. The National Party is at war with the Liberal Party. That is what is going on 
here in Western Australia, and that is why this matter is urgent to debate today, and we will continue to raise this 
all day. Good luck with your legislative agenda today, Leader of the House, because these are important issues. 
The government is sitting there, stunned, because it knows it is true. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. Your leader is on his feet; I suggest 
you let him talk. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the House was about to indicate something to me, so I will let him do that. 
Mr J.H.D. Day: If you sit down, we’ll give you 30. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: MPI rules? 
Mr J.H.D. Day: Yes. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Thank you.  

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [12.23 pm]: These matters are not, in fact, ones that 
are of great urgency. They certainly are of importance; there is no question that they are of importance and major 
significance to the state, but whether there is genuinely any urgency to debate them here and now is, at best, 
highly debatable. However, because we are a cooperative and obliging government that always does what it can 
to assist public debate—I am sure the Premier will have plenty of points to make about the opposition’s record 
on some of these issues—I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 30 minutes for government members and 30 minutes for 
non-government members 

If that is acceptable, we will support the motion, as amended. 
Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 
The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.25 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the government for its chaos and dysfunction, as demonstrated by the 
Fremantle port privatisation fiasco and the loss of the Browse gas project. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Premier! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is typical of this government: another day, more dysfunction, more disaster, more 
chaos. This is a government that is falling apart at the seams. We have a Premier who does not have control over 
his own cabinet. We have ministers within the Liberal Party at war with one another, bickering and fighting 
within this building. We have four National Party ministers refusing to be part of cabinet government. We have 
the Treasurer of the state misleading the people of Western Australia in relation to the government’s plans, and 
wasting tens of millions of dollars in the process. Premier, this is not “sparkle”; this is a disaster, and there are 
two events that show that today: the failed Fremantle port privatisation fiasco and the Premier’s interventionism, 
which has lost the Browse project for Western Australia. He can sit there with that grumpy look on his face, but 
he knows that his government is tired and old and is coming apart at the seams, and it is time it was gone. He 
knows it and I think his colleagues know it in their hearts. The government has had too long in office and it has 
messed so many things up, and here is another stark example of failure here today.  
National Party members of the cabinet of Western Australia have gone out and announced their position on 
something before the press and have then come in to advise the Premier. If they cannot be part of the 
government, they should resign from the cabinet. I am sure their Liberal Party colleagues would welcome that, 
without their assistance. With assistance like that, who needs it? Our position on this matter has been clear. 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Which one is behind you, Leader of the National Party? I think I can say with absolute 
confidence, Leader of the National Party — 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! Member for Albany, relax! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I can say with absolute confidence, Leader of the National Party—I think you all know 
it—that I am secure in my position, but I do not think you are. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you! Leader of the Opposition! Member for Albany, do not arc up again! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have been through my baptism of fire and I have come out the other side; I do not know 
about the Leader of the National Party. 

The government is coming apart at the seams and it is a disaster, and I want to explain why. Today we saw the 
failed, flawed privatisation of Fremantle port abandoned by the government. Why is it being abandoned? In our 
view, it should have been abandoned. In our view, it should never have begun. Fremantle port is a monopoly 
asset. It produces income for the state. If we privatise it, it will put up the costs for importers and exporters. The 
only reason the government wanted to do it was because it wrecked the state’s finances, and that reason was not 
good enough in our view.  

But why has it failed now? The government gave every assurance to the people of Western Australia that it 
would proceed. I want to take the government through this, just so it knows what it said along the way, because 
sometimes I think it does not remember. 

In an ABC online news article of 10 February this year, the Treasurer was reported as saying — 

“There have been people including the Premier who voiced concern about the timing of it—for getting 
it through Parliament,” Dr Nahan said. 

“But I am confident, and I’m in charge of this, that the sale of the Port of Fremantle is going on target. 

He went further — 

“And it is the time to sell it. The demand is significant, the prices being offered are large, in fact 
historic. I’m very confident the port of Fremantle will get across the line on schedule and with 
substantial earnings.”  

The Treasurer said that in February. A few days ago, on 20 March, talking about the Minister for Water, the 
Premier said — 

… Ms Davies had been given “lots of opportunity” to look at it. 

“Mia Davies is a cabinet minister. She has attended all the cabinet meetings in which we’ve discussed 
Fremantle Port,” Mr Barnett told reporters. 

The premier said he still expected to get the support of the Nationals on the issue. 

There it was: a few days ago, the Premier and the Treasurer were holding out to the people of Western Australia 
that this failed plan for the privatisation of Fremantle port would happen. As recently as yesterday, the Treasurer 
said in this place — 

A government member: Uncorrected proof? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I wrote it down, my friend. The Treasurer said — 

No, I said the hurdles got higher but, you know, I can jump high hurdles—higher than you! 

We will bring on the legislation in the next sitting of Parliament. 

… 

Yes, when Parliament is sitting. The hurdles got higher but we are jumping the hurdle and bringing it 
here. 

Then he said — 

… it has been through cabinet, okay? 

The Premier says that the National Party has been part of all the discussions, the Treasurer said that it has been 
through cabinet, and now we learn that the National Party does not support it. One of these groups is telling the 
truth. Is it the National Party, or is it the Premier and the Treasurer? Which one is telling the truth on this? Why 
does it matter? Let me present the house with exhibit A. Here is a news report dated 2 December 2015, headed 
“Ports sale advisers bill $22m”. That was in December. What is it up to now? Is it $30 million, or $40 million? 
How much has the government thrown away on a project that apparently was doomed to failure from the 
beginning? How much more has the government thrown away on this failed privatisation? As of December it 
was $22 million. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: I am sorry. Deputy Premier, please—you do not know anything about these issues. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Premier and member for Victoria Park! Leader of the Opposition, continue. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Premier, you will have a turn to speak; the member for Victoria Park and the Deputy Premier 
will have a turn to speak, but now it is the turn of the Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What did the government do? It went out and employed Rothschild and Deloitte—all 
these advisers. It spent tens of millions of dollars on something that it appears was doomed to failure. It is 
another disaster. Why do the Liberal Party ministers in here say that it went through cabinet and why do they say 
that the National Party was involved the whole way along, when the National Party goes out onto the front steps 
of Parliament and says it did not know and it was not involved? How do those two things go together? It is 
a disastrous way to run a government. If there were never the numbers in the cabinet to privatise the port, do not 
start the process. The government should not waste taxpayers’ money and create all this community angst and 
say that it is somehow going to manage the state’s debt if it never had the numbers in its ranks in the first place. 
It was a flawed program, and we have said that time and again. We are not in a competitive environment like the 
eastern states, with port after port after port competing. We are in Western Australia, where there is one 
container port. The opposition said right from the beginning that it is a flawed idea, and it turns out that we were 
right. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: No, you’re not. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am not, the Premier says. I hope that Hansard gets that. 
What is the second part of today’s issue? I know; the government lost Browse. This requires a little bit of 
historical analysis, going back to when this Premier came to office. When he came to office, he interfered in an 
established process to find a site that would meet the needs — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. Treasurer, I call you to order for the first time. I call the member for Victoria Park 
to order for the first time. Everyone will have a chance to speak. I want to hear the Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier interfered in an established process. He said that he would decide where 
Browse gas would come onshore. He looked at the map and settled on James Price Point. In conjunction with the 
federal government, the Premier looked at the map and said that he would decide where it goes. I was the 
shadow Minister for State Development at the time, and I was talking to the joint venture partners. I will tell the 
house what one of them had to say. It might interest the Premier to hear what one of the joint venture partners 
had to say on 25 October 2013. 
Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Roy Krzywosinski, the chief executive officer of Chevron and a significant business figure 
in Western Australia, had this to say about what happened — 

“Our preference was to bring the Browse gas down to the Burrup (Peninsular) to backfill the 
North West Shelf,” … “But because of the retention lease issues, we could only look at James Price 
Point. “Our message to government is let the industry take a look at the wide range of alternatives to 
figure out the best options.” 

What is he saying there? He said that he wanted to bring the gas to Karratha. The joint venture partners wanted 
to bring it to Karratha. Shell said the same, and what happened? The Premier interfered and said that it had to go 
to James Price Point, and it turned out that that was too expensive. Meanwhile, the price of gas has gone down 
and now the project is lost. This Premier’s interventionism has lost this project for Western Australia. The only 
way to get this project back is to get rid of this Premier. He says that he knows nothing about these issues. I am 
the one who approved the Gorgon project, when the then opposition, now the government, was opposing it. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Victoria Park. We are not going to have a big fight over this. It will all 
come out in the wash. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The government intervened in an established process, and it lost the project. Gas prices 
have now gone down, and now we see what has happened with Woodside today. The only way to secure this 
project for Western Australia is to get in place a government that will not engage in the form of bizarre 
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interventionism that this Premier has, and ensure that we work with the companies to bring the gas onshore at 
Karratha. That is what should have happened from the very beginning. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: When will that happen? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: A lot sooner than you, my friend, because you have lost it. 

I will just say this quickly because I do not think people understand. The joint venture partners for Browse 
aligned with the joint venture partners for North West Shelf. There was an alignment, and North West Shelf’s 
feed is running down over time. There was clearly an opportunity to pipe the Browse gas to Karratha, and it 
would have suited the needs of Karratha, the Pilbara and the state. This government intervened and lost the 
project. That is the point we are making to people today. The Premier can go out and say that it is nothing to do 
with him, but if we look at the historical record, we see that that has happened over the last seven years. The 
Premier thought he knew better than the companies involved. He thought he knew better than Chevron, Shell and 
companies such as that. He is the one who lost this project for this state. He has been a disaster in the 
management of this state, and I think the people are working that out. 

Let us just get back to today’s issue. Remember the Treasurer’s promise that debt would not get to $39 billion 
because he was going to sell Fremantle port and engage in other privatisations? What has happened to that plan 
now? The government promised us that we would never get above $20 billion in debt, it promised us we would 
never have a deficit in Western Australia, it promised us it would manage the finances responsibly and it 
promised us debt would not get to $39 billion. Now, whatever plan it had is completely falling apart. The 
National Party is part of it. If National Party members do not like the Premier, if they do not like the government, 
if they are not prepared to play a role in cabinet, resign. It is simple—resign. Show some integrity. Stand up—
resign. Show some integrity in government! We cannot have a government that is at war with itself; we cannot 
have a government divided against itself. A divided house will always fall and this government will fall. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [12.41 pm]: I thought the Premier might defend himself, but apparently 
not. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Premier, I call you to order now for the second time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There is chaos and dysfunction; we cannot see the Liberal priorities. This is a joke of 
a government. Yesterday, the Premier had three things on his to-do list. His to-do list was like this: win the 
election — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The Premier’s to-do list yesterday was: win the election, sell some assets and quit. Now 
he should just quit. This is a man who has damaged the state, and it is not the first time. Let me quote the 
Premier. He said — 

In conclusion, this project — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The Premier said — 

In conclusion, this project has the potential to be one of the most important developments ever to 
happen in Western Australia. 

He said he firmly believed in that project. Do members know what he was referring to? Kingstream. It is not the 
first time that the Premier has failed. Let us look at last year’s Premier’s Statement. The Premier said — 

New projects such as Anketell port and rail and Browse gas will also present fresh opportunities for 
employment in regional economies. 

Both projects are off. Both projects are not proceeding. This is a Premier who has one theme running through the 
story of his political career, and that is failure—failure every day! 

Let us also talk about the real shadow Treasurer in this house. It is not the member for Victoria Park; it is the 
member for Riverton. Hero of the Institute of Public Affairs before he gets here, champion of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, and absolutely nailed by Nigel Hallett. Nigel Hallett in the 
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courtyard got him in one. Nigel Hallett can stand up to the Treasurer, what is wrong with the rest of you? 
Nigel Hallett is prepared to speak up on behalf of the people of this state, but not anybody else. 

Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: What has the champion of the CCI done for us? He has delivered the biggest budget 
deficit ever in the history of Western Australia. That is his achievement—the biggest budget deficit in the history 
of the state. What is the other achievement of the hero of the IPA? The highest debt ever in the history of the 
state. What about taxes? The champion of the free market has delivered the highest taxes ever in the state of 
Western Australia. What a hero! The real shadow Treasurer is the member for Riverton. The member for 
Riverton has nothing to do with the economics of the finances of this state. His plan is to sell assets, and yet he 
cannot do it. He cannot sell Synergy, he cannot sell Utah Point—that legislation was referred to a committee 
yesterday—and he cannot sell Fremantle port. There is nothing that he can do. No-one wants to buy 
Western Power. His budget strategy is shredded. He pointed out to the Committee for Economic Development of 
Australia that actually it is not capital works that have driven up debt in Western Australia, it is recurrent 
expenditure. I recorded the Treasurer. I know exactly what he said, and I am happy to share it. The Treasurer 
told CEDA it is not capital expenditure that has driven up debt in Western Australia. The Treasurer said that it 
was recurrent expenditure that has led to the high level of debt. That is exactly what the Treasurer said to CEDA. 
This man is now irrelevant to the future of Western Australia. If he had any beliefs, he would resign, because 
nothing that has set his agenda for his entire life is being implemented. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer, I call you now for the second time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The entire life’s work of the real shadow Treasurer, the member for Riverton, lies in 
tatters. On his watch there has been high deficit, the largest on record; high debt, the largest on record; and the 
highest taxes in the state’s history, and going up. Only Labor will manage Western Australia in the interests of 
WA people. We did it before — 

Mr J.M. Francis interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Corrective Services, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Remember, we actually left the state’s finances in proper order. 

Mr P.T. Miles: You didn’t build any schools or hospitals. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There were more schools built by Labor than by Liberal. Let us make that clear. There 
were more schools built — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, you are going to have a rest. I call you now to order for the third time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There are all these fantasies created on the other side of politics, like low taxes. People 
on the other side create this fantasy of low taxes. They also create this fantasy of being good economic 
managers, but actually they have failed the things that Liberals say they do well—that is what they have failed at. 
They have failed at the things that the Liberal Party says it does well. Only Labor will govern for every 
Western Australian. That is what we are about. We are not about inner-city vanity projects; we are about making 
sure we deliver for ordinary Western Australians. The Leader of the Opposition is the sort of person who will 
roll up his sleeves and get on with serving the people of Western Australia. He is going to serve the people of 
Western Australia. He is not going to build vanity projects. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. I have got the wall of noise. 

Mr N.W. Morton interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Forrestfield, I call you to order for the first time. The member for Cannington has 
the floor. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: The use of the term “hypocrite” is unparliamentary and I call on the member for Moore to 
withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: I never heard the use of the word. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The population of Western Australia is abandoning this government, and we know that 
from The West Australian. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Right, we have had a bit of hurly-burly. Let us hear the member for Cannington. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The people of Western Australia have already turned their backs on the Premier and 
now they are turning their backs on the Liberal Party, and it is not going to be long before the member for 
North West Central turns his back on things as well. We know what he is like. The rats are leaving! 
Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, we are starting to bog. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There is only one responsible way to fix the Liberal Party’s debt. 
Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There is only one responsible way to fix the Liberal Party’s debt, deficit and mess that it 
is going to leave for the next government. It is not the quick fix of pretending that asset sales solve the problems. 
Remember, the Premier sold Alinta in the 1990s after promising not to do so at the 1996 election. At the 
1996 election, the Liberal Party promised not to sell Alinta and then it sold it after the election. This is 
a government with form. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: None. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, zero, because the debt is now up. The government sold an asset and it built the debt. 
If that had fixed the problem, why is there so much debt? How come the government sold an asset and there is 
$30 billion of debt? The government continues to borrow and borrow. It did not have a plan. Selling an asset is 
not a plan. Someone can sell their house and not have a mortgage, but they still need somewhere to live. That is 
this government’s problem; selling an asset is not a debt reduction strategy, because the Premier says we need to 
borrow more money for the future. The only way to fix the Liberal Party deficit and mess is to do it slowly and 
carefully, like paying off a house. There are no quick fixes on these issues and only Labor understands that we 
need a long-term plan to fix the mess left by the Liberal Party. 
DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Treasurer) [12.51 pm]: It is really strange taking political advice from the 
member for Cannington. He has stabbed more leaders than anybody. Talking about chaos, remember a week or 
so ago the chaos in the Labor Party was permeated by the member for Cannington. He did not have the guts to 
step forward and say, “I stand behind you, Stephen.” He did not have the guts and now he is sucking up to the 
leader. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you—all the noise. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The Leader of the Opposition has nothing to worry about it. The member for Cannington has 
no form. Would anybody in the community believe anything he said? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Victoria Park, member for 
Albany, that is enough. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Members opposite hope to come into government by whining and whingeing. They have no 
policies. They have no plan. They have no record. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I have been lenient with you; I call you to order for the second time. 
Member for West Swan! 
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Dr M.D. NAHAN: All members opposite do is whine and whinge. If they think snarling on TV is leadership, let 
us wait. Snarling on TV is not leadership. The people of Western Australia are looking for ideas, not whining 
and whingeing, but that is all they get from members opposite. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Armadale! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: I note the hypocrisy on the other side. Every time we make an effort to drive efficiencies in 
the public sector, what do these guys say? The member for Bassendean lectures us on fiscal policy. He must be 
joking! The member for Bassendean in his real life was head of the missos. All the members opposite joined him 
outside protesting and demanding a 21 per cent increase in wages for his former members. Does the opposition 
think anybody will take them seriously? They will not. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order now for the first time. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: I turn to the issue at hand, Fremantle port. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Look him in the eye. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: That clown? No, thanks. 
The issue at hand is Fremantle port. Sometimes we have to provide leadership and people — 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the second time. This is bogging down. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: We have to show leadership and have ideas. Members opposite say that is our fiscal crisis; 
we have seen the largest drop in revenue in Western Australian history. There is no problem; we will just wait it 
through. They are out there promising all sorts of expenditure on capital and have no capacity to fund it. On TV 
the other day the opposition leader was asked about the price of Metronet—a cool $2.9 billion. That is only 
about 10 per cent of what has been spent over the past 10 years. No problem! He has no capacity to fund it and 
he is out there doing what members opposite did at the last election—promising to spend big, fudging the data 
and having no plans. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! Member for Maylands, member for Fremantle, I call you both to 
order for the first time. Member for South Perth, I call you to order for the first time. I have forgotten the name 
of the seat of your friend next to you, so he got away with it. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: At the last election in 2013 the Labor Party came with the policy of Metronet, a great big 
$4.8 billion spending splurge. How would it fund it? By not funding Roe 8. Roe 8 was going to be cancelled. 
The problem was that Roe 8 was not in the budget. Labor was going to stop Elizabeth Quay. The contracts were 
already signed. Labor Party members went out there and promised in a tokenistic manner and they will do the 
same thing again. They will go out there and spin huge, promising to spend and hoping that they will fall in by 
whingeing and whining, and they will leave this position even worse. 
To turn back to Fremantle, Fremantle will be the last port owned by the public sector. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: No, it will not. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes, it will. Melbourne’s container port is being sold by the Labor government in Victoria. 
In fact, it went to the election committed to selling it. The Labor Party is not generally against privatisation. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Kim Beazley as Minister for Finance sold more assets than virtually all the Liberal state and 
federal governments put together. Imagine if Kim Beazley had not sold Qantas, the Commonwealth Bank, CSL 
or ANL. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: Strong supporter of Stephen Smith. 
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Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes, I think he was in Parliament at the time in 1993. Imagine if we had not sold those 
assets. We would have much higher state debt, much higher debt levels. More importantly, our industries would 
be decrepit and unable to compete in today’s world. Imagine Qantas being government owned and competing in 
this world. It could not do it. Imagine Telecom or Telstra being government owned now. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Bassendean! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Imagine CSL being government owned too. Its market value is $100 per share. Imagine 
Commonwealth Bank, which has provided the asset base for most retirees over the last 20 years, being 
government owned. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! I think you should keep quiet, Member for Maylands; I call you to 
order for the second time. Member for Cockburn, I call you for the first time. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Why did the government sell those assets? The Labor government under Kim Beazley, the 
hero of the Labor Party here in Western Australia, supported by his buddy Steve Smith, sold these assets because 
they were no longer necessary in government hands. They were better in private hands to innovate and expand 
and they used the assets otherwise either to avoid debt or undertake capital expenditure. We are doing the same 
thing with the port of Fremantle. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The reasons are the same. It is not a radical process. The port of Fremantle will be the last 
container port owned by the public sector. It has an adequate regulatory regime and, most importantly, we have 
a couple of challenges. Eventually, in 25 years or so, we will have to go out to the outer harbour as a necessary 
investment and use it as an overflow port. How will the state fund that $5 billion investment? How will it fund 
the $5 billion investment to build the necessary inputs to expand the container port that this state will need in 
25 years? The people opposite stick their head in the sand and say, “Just put it on the ticker”, or they avoid it 
with some kind of evasive action. This sale will start the process of not only developing the outer harbour, but 
also getting the mechanism by which it can be funded and developed without a large impact on the state. 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The third issue is that of live exports. This is a crucial issue for the state. One of our most 
promising industries is in fact the live export industry. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: If people opposite took a straw poll, I know they would be strongly against it. As a party, 
they would like to ban the live export industry—maybe not the leader, but the rest would. It is now under threat. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Livestock export from the inner harbour is under threat and has been under threat. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: For how long? 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Given where it is now, with the site particularly close to the City of Fremantle, a large 
number of people are against it. They protest regularly on the bridge and the facilities are deficient. 
Ms L.L. Baker interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Maylands! I call you to order for the third time. Member for Victoria Park, I have 
been pretty lenient with you; just calm down. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: We saw the issues a couple of years ago when the Rudd government banned exports to 
Indonesia due to animal issues in Indonesia. Its impact on the agricultural sector in the north of 
Western Australia was to almost destroy it. We have to improve the treatment of animals through our ports. Part 
of this privatisation will allow us to move live export to the outer harbour. Right from the start, that has been 
a condition of the sale. This should have been done decades ago. A requirement of the use of the proceeds of the 
sale is to build new state-of-the-art facilities in the outer harbour for livestock export. 
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Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Hold it a minute, please. I was trying to keep things under control when you were speaking, 
Leader of the Opposition. Let the Treasurer speak. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The sale will allow us to address a decades-old problem. If we do not address it, it will put 
huge pressure on farmers’ incomes in the future to address the livestock issue. The farming community is 
strongly on side with this. The commonwealth government not only supports the sale, but also promotes it. 
Actually, the Rudd Labor government did too. As part of that, the current commonwealth government is 
encouraging us to sell assets and recycle them. In fact, it will give us a 15 per cent uplift on the sale if we use it 
for capital purposes and will quarantine those moneys from GST. If the port is sold and used for future 
investment purposes, we will get a maximum of $300 million quarantined for the sale. If the port is not sold, we 
will not get that. 
The sale of the Fremantle port would have the capacity to, one, provide money to fund future capital or lay off 
debt; two, solve the live export issue; three, provide a long-term plan to fund the outer harbour; and, four, get 
money from recycling. It is not a radical plan. This will be the only container port owned by the public sector. 

Mr F.M. Logan: So what’s the stumbling block? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I do not know. I am pursuing it; I am struggling here. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The people opposite know this is an issue, but they are weak. They are whingers and 
whiners, not leaders. We have sat here opposite them and the opposition leader for about seven years. He has not 
come up with a single idea worth mentioning. His biggest issue, of course, was allowing the use of medical 
marijuana. That was his biggest issue. Another of his issues was to build hubs, especially at Murdoch, but that 
has been built; that is beside the point. He is a person who hides behind a policy rock, whining and whinging, 
hoping we will give his party government. We will not. We will come up with ideas to address the future of 
Western Australia. We will not hide and say it is all too hard; we will not hide and say we do not have to do 
anything—it is a long-term plan; and we will not hide and say that we do not have to make tough decisions. We 
do, but we believe in the future of Western Australia and that we have to take risks, make investments and bring 
the people with us rather than cry behind people, as you do. You are a weak leader. You are a pathetic leader. 
You have no ideas, and we do. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Another issue has come up in the last week about the commonwealth Foreign Investment 
Review Board. As I said yesterday, we have had extensive discussions with the commonwealth about the FIRB. 
Of course, any sale would need to be approved by the FIRB. The federal Treasurer is strongly in favour of the 
sale and we are really confident that the buyer of that facility will pass anything. The sale of the port of 
Fremantle is an essential part of developing the future of Western Australia.  

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [1.07 pm]: Mr Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Absolutely. I am looking forward to this debate. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, you wanted to hear from the Nationals; now the Nationals are here. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The strength of this government is its alliance arrangements. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: That is its strength. This motion that the opposition has put up today refers to chaos and 
dysfunction. Let us see what chaos and dysfunction have delivered. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: What has chaos and dysfunction delivered? A patch of dirt sits out over that hill. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I do not know what is going on there. This is not a dance. I call you 
to order for the second time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: A patch of dirt sits out over that hill called regional Western Australia, and probably only 
two or three people over here have actually been and had a good look at it. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Only a couple of people have been out and had a good look at it. If members opposite want 
to know what chaos and dysfunction have delivered to regional Western Australia, there is Ord stage 2—the 
good member for Kimberley knows—one of the most significant agricultural developments — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the second time. Member for Cannington, 
I suggest that you start relaxing. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Ord stage 2 has been delivered by chaos and dysfunction; transitional housing for 
Aboriginal people in remote communities has been delivered by royalties for regions and chaos and dysfunction. 
We move on down the coast to Karratha—my good member for Pilbara here—and Pilbara Cities, a vision to 
focus on regional development in the state, was delivered by chaos and dysfunction. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I do not want to hear the drums beating, member for Collie–Preston. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: In the good member for Kalgoorlie’s electorate, the Laverton health campus has been 
delivered by chaos and dysfunction. We go down the coast to Kalbarri, and the skywalk in the park is being 
delivered by chaos and dysfunction. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: In Carnarvon—in the member for North West Central’s electorate—the fascine 
redevelopment, the justice complex and the health campus are being delivered by chaos and dysfunction. We go 
down the coast to the member for Moore’s electorate. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members for Cockburn, Bassendean and Mandurah, give it a break! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: There is a plan to roll out 260 mobile phone towers in regional Western Australia, 
delivered by chaos and dysfunction. If we go down to the good member for Vasse’s electorate, the 
Busselton foreshore has been delivered by chaos and dysfunction. At Margaret River, Surfers Point brings 
international surfers into Western Australia, and that was delivered by chaos and dysfunction. If we go across to 
Albany, the work happening out at The Gap has been delivered by chaos and dysfunction. The 
Esperance foreshore is one of the most magnificent and pristine foreshore developments and connects the 
Esperance CBD to the waterfront; that has been delivered by chaos and dysfunction. Twenty-five per cent of 
funding from royalties for regions—that unique program that is delivering to regional Western Australia—is 
going either directly or indirectly into health services in Western Australia. Hospitals, Southern Inland Health 
Initiative investments, getting doctors and the Royal Flying Doctor Service have been delivered by chaos and 
dysfunction. This opposition has no credibility when we look up over the hill and see what is over the other side, 
because — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I suggest you relax.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It does not matter where an accident occurs in regional Western Australia, people are 
three hours away from the best hospital in the state. Once again, that was delivered by chaos and dysfunction. 
This opposition has no right, particularly for regional Western Australia, to be standing and saying that there is 
chaos and dysfunction because this government is delivering. This government is changing the face of regional 
Western Australia. This government has undertaken one of the most significant capital works programs in the 
state’s history that has changed the face of Western Australia.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I have been very generous with you. I call you to order for the second 
time.  
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: This government has changed the face of Western Australia. What will be put to the test 
in March next year is the history of investment, the most unique, significant investment in a range of projects in 
Western Australia, and, from my perspective, the significant investment into regional Western Australia that has 
made a difference. The opposition talks about pork-barrelling: we invested in its seats, and now they are our 
seats. We will continue to do that. We will have our differences with our partners in government, but we will 
always consider the best outcomes for Western Australians. Chaos and dysfunction has delivered!  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the National Party has finished.  

Several members interjected. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [1.13 pm]: The Leader of the Opposition came into this place 
today and claimed that as matter of urgency we should suspend standing orders to debate this motion. I would 
have expected a serious motion to be put forward; it was not. It was not researched and it had no point. The 
Leader of the Opposition, to his credit, at least tried to make an argument. Thereafter we had a litany of unrelated 
comments from the member for Cannington and we had continual interjection from members of the opposition 
on its own speakers. What was the importance? What was the urgency? The opposition did not do the work on 
that motion. The opposition had nothing at all of significance to say, yet the opposition asked this Parliament to 
waste an hour, which we have done, on nothing new. There was no substantive point and no cogent argument at 
all. All the opposition did was yell and interject on itself—appalling! When Parliament suspends standing orders 
it has to be for a substantive reason; there was not substantive reason at all.  

Mr M. McGowan: This is not sparkle. No sparkle here. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is the level.  

The SPEAKER: I did not hear that, but anyway. Carry on, Premier. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think that because the Leader of the Opposition might be ahead in the polls, maybe the 
public will start to look at him. Is there anything behind the surface? Is there anything behind the clichés—chaos 
and dysfunction—and all these one-liners that come out? I suspect not; there is very little behind the clichés. 
Clichés will not last 12 months.  
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I want to say something about the so-called issues. There was nothing new in what was 
said. But on the port, the port is a complex issue. It has been through cabinet. The National Party has decided 
that it, at least at this stage, will not support the port. Under the alliance agreement, it is its right to do so. But the 
government will be bringing in legislation, probably in the next sitting week, for the privatisation of 
Fremantle port. We will be looking after all the interests—there are issues there; people have concerns about port 
charges and the like—and the Treasurer, when he introduces the bill, will go through all the ways that this is 
being managed. When there is a privatisation, something learnt through history is that governments need to not 
only say they will use it to fund future works or retire debt, but also to win public support—to attach a tangible 
benefit. The tangible benefit is something that farm industries have ignored for decades. Their live export of 
cattle and sheep is under threat because of the Greens and large part of the Labor Party that does not support it. It 
should have happened decades ago, but if this government ultimately succeeds in the privatisation of the port, it 
will build a state-of-the-art live export facility for cattle and sheep that will incorporate high standards of 
quarantine and high standards of animal welfare and will secure for the long term that benefit for agriculture. 
This government has invested in agriculture. The Leader of the National Party mentioned Ord stage 2, there was 
the investment in genetically modified crops and the Muchea and Katanning saleyards, and we are doing more.  
Mrs M.H. Roberts: We did that.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Labor Party did not. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: We did. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Labor Party actually did not; nothing was built—not a thing. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: You took the money and finished it; that’s all you did. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: So the opposition had nothing to say on that. 
I want to go back to the other aspect being the Browse project. Western Australia is a significant supplier of 
liquefied natural gas. At the beginning of this decade, Western Australia supplied 20 million tonnes of LNG 
through the North West Shelf project, which was about six per cent of the world’s supply. By 2018-19, 
Western Australia will be producing 48.5 million tonnes of LNG. In the Carnarvon Basin, off the Pilbara 
coastline, there will then be four LNG-producing projects—North West Shelf, Pluto, Gorgon and Wheatstone. In 
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the Browse Basin, off the Kimberley coast, there is yet to be a single molecule of LNG produced, yet it is an 
under-explored and vast resource. As a result of the good fortune of the rocks near the Browse project, at least 
65 per cent of the largest field, Torosa, is the property of Western Australia. At some stage Western Australia 
will benefit very tangibly from the development of that resource.  
It is remote, not so much in distance from the coast but there is very little infrastructure, if any, along the 
Kimberley coastline. Yes, Aboriginal issues, heritage issues and wilderness areas are involved—all those things. 
It is complicated. During the term of the previous government—not so much for Browse, but for the 
Japanese-based Inpex or Ichthys project, which, again, was off the Browse Basin—a process was started to find 
a site where the Japanese project, Ichthys, could bring gas onshore to build a conventional LNG plant. It was 
good to start a process, but the previous government left the Japanese to fend for themselves. The 
Labor government absolutely abrogated the field and the project and let the Japanese fend for themselves. Fancy 
Western Australia saying to the Japanese, “You go out there and deal with the environmental issues and 
Aboriginal issues, and we will sit back and watch”! That is why, out of sheer desperation, Inpex at the time of 
the 2008 election made a decision to spend an additional $5 billion to build a 900-kilometre subsea pipeline to 
take the gas away from Western Australia, away from the Labor government, and around the top of the 
Kimberley to Darwin! The Labor government completely lost the project because it abrogated. That is what 
happened. It went on — 
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I do not know where you are because I have such a long list over 
here, but you are now on two calls, so seeing as I have waited so long I am giving you a break.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That project was lost to Western Australia. I do not mind losing a project to the 
Gulf States or wherever else, but I do not expect to lose major liquefied natural gas projects to Darwin—but that 
is what happened under Labor. As time went on, that project was lost. Browse gas fields within the 
Browse Basin were discovered way back in the 1960s, and Woodside Energy started to bring that project 
forward because there was a high demand for gas and it looked very optimistic at that time. That process of 
finding a suitable LNG site was pursued. Contrary to what members opposite said, by the time this government 
came into office, the choice was down to 12 potential sites. I certainly said, “Get moving on this. I want this 
brought down more.” It came down very quickly to four sites. The preferred site at one stage was, I think, called 
North Head, to the north. Ultimately, that process came down to James Price Point. I did not select James Price 
Point. 
Mr M. McGowan: Yes, you did! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I did not select James Price Point. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I did not. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Listen to them; they have no idea. 
The SPEAKER: The Premier is speaking. If somebody else wants to speak about this, they can speak later. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Having had James Price Point selected, I certainly supported it. The opposition made 
comments at the time to send the gas down to the North West Shelf project. Let us look at that argument: they 
are different joint ventures; they are competitive. At the time the Leader of the Opposition and others might have 
been suggesting that, Chevron itself was developing Gorgon and looking forward to Wheatstone. Does it want 
gas to come from the Browse Basin down to the Carnarvon Basin in competition with its partnership in the 
North West Shelf, plus Gorgon plus Chevron plus Wheatstone? Even if the opposition does not accept that, let us 
look at the reality of the North West Shelf project. There are six joint venture partners. The North West Shelf 
project, as it stands today, a few years later, committed 10 years’ supply of gas from its own gas fields; it would 
not be looking to outside gas at least until 2025. In the meantime, I would expect it to either discover or farm-in 
other gas resources from the Carnarvon Basin. The prospect of gas going from the Browse Basin to the 
North West Shelf was not realistic and would not even come under consideration, on current data and reserves, 
until post-2025. The opposition was advocating something that was just not realistic. 
I am disappointed that the Woodside–led Browse project has basically been shelved. I am not surprised by that. 
Oil prices, which basically underpin the energy markets, are around $34 a barrel. They need to be up around 
$60 or $70 a barrel, which is the traditional long-term trend, before major new greenfield LNG projects will get 
off the ground. Despite all the obstacles and the like, this government has secured James Price Point; it has 
settled native title over the site; and it has coverage of the site. Not every prospective project in the Browse Basin 
wants to use offshore processing. Offshore processing is unproven. I think it will succeed, but it is yet to be 
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proven on that scale. And that is a cyclone belt. We can expect four to six cyclones a year going through there, 
which means taking the crew off, blah, blah. The government will continue to work with those companies. The 
Browse project and the broader Browse Basin will start to produce LNG and it is a future great opportunity for 
Western Australia. This state has not missed the opportunity of this decade. LNG production virtually trebled 
and iron ore production doubled and doubled again. They were extraordinary achievements. 
I know that the Leader of the Opposition wants to try to discredit me and my record. He can do that if he wants 
to, but I challenge the Leader of the Opposition to name a region of Western Australia that I cannot claim credit 
for a major project. This is a hopeless attempt by the Leader of the Opposition. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Everybody now—finished! 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [1.25 pm]: I find it amazing that the emphasis of this motion is about Browse 
and Fremantle port, when we have just had — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: We are running out of time. I do not want this wall of noise. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: This motion is about the dysfunction in this government relating to those two issues. We 
have just had a — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I call you to order for the second time. I am going to keep calling you 
and if you get three calls, you will be out. And, people on this side, do not think that at question time everybody 
is going to start from zero again. Just let the member for Cockburn speak. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: We just had a lecture from the Premier about liquefied natural gas in the Browse Basin, but 
did members notice that nobody got to the real issue: the National Party has just been on the front steps of 
Parliament House saying it will not support the sale of Fremantle port? That is the reason the opposition brought 
this motion in here today. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: This government is supposed to be an alliance. We were told a minute ago that it is 
a government of alliance—an experiment in collaborative decision-making and government management. If it is 
supposed to be an experiment in collaborative decision-making and governing, that experiment has failed 
completely. This government is in tatters. It has a dysfunctional cabinet. We have a dysfunctional cabinet in this 
state. We have an executive that has simply stopped working because three of its ministers have walked away 
from a decision of cabinet. Only yesterday, when the Treasurer was on his feet and was interjected on about the 
bill that was coming into the house about the sale of Fremantle port, his statement was that it had cabinet 
approval—okay! They were the Treasurer’s own words. If it has had cabinet approval, why have three ministers 
walked away from the cabinet decision? 
Mr C.J. Barnett: It has been approved by cabinet. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I know that, Premier, but you now have a government in which three ministers have walked 
away from an executive decision. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: No, you are wrong. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: What is the Premier going to do about it? You are the leader. You are the Premier of 
Western Australia and you have had three ministers walk away from an executive decision. What is the Premier 
going to do? 
Mr C.J. Barnett: You’re wrong! 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The Premier did not even address the point. No wonder the backbenchers are all sitting there 
looking glum. They are glum because they know they have a government in tatters. They have two leaders from 
two parties who are not leading because they are at war with each other. No wonder they are glum! And they 
have the polls going south for them. What is the Premier going to do about it? What about the Nationals? What 
are the Nationals going to do? The point for the Nationals — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I call you now to order for the third time. You might be having an 
early afternoon the way things are going. 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: The point for the Nationals is that if they sit in cabinet and make a decision, they have to 
stick by a decision. That is how executive government works. That is how government works. The Nationals 
cannot then walk away from that cabinet decision and walk onto the front steps of Parliament House and say 
they are no longer bound by that cabinet decision and think it is perfectly okay. They have to make a decision: 
Are they in government or not? Do they have an alliance or not? They take the pay; they take the white cars and 
all the benefits, but they will not stick by the decisions. The Treasurer told us, in response to statements from the 
opposition about the sale of Fremantle port, that there was wide consultation about it. Even today, the Treasurer 
said there had been wide consultation about the live export trade. On the steps of Parliament House only half an 
hour ago, the Leader of the National Party told the media that the live export industry has tried to get a meeting 
with the Treasurer for three weeks, but to no avail. Who is telling the truth? Is the Treasurer telling the truth to 
the house or is the Leader of the National Party telling the truth to the media? Which one of you is lying? 
Because one of you is! 
The SPEAKER: I want you to be very careful using the word, member for Cockburn, please. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is a further reflection, Mr Speaker, of the dysfunction of this government. The Leader of 
the National Party and the Treasurer are openly attacking each other about the sale of Fremantle port. I put it to 
you, Mr Speaker, that the statements made by the Premier and the Treasurer in here about informing the 
National Party about the sale of Fremantle port were probably correct. They probably had all the information. It 
is not as though the sale of Fremantle port has been hidden; the government has been quite open about the sale of 
Fremantle port and promoted it for a fair while. I would bet that the National Party, in cabinet, has gone along 
with this. I bet it went along with this until two things happened. Firstly, its own constituency—the farmers in 
the wheatbelt and the live export trade, who could not get a meeting with the minister who said he has consulted 
with them—jumped all over it because of the costs that will be involved if the port is privatised. Secondly, 
National Party members buckled at the knees when they looked at the polls that came out the other day. That is 
the other reason they buckled at the knees; their constituents started arcing up, they sniffed the wind and they 
went to water! They have now told the government, “We can’t go along with it.” They all gathered out there as 
a little gang on the front steps of Parliament House and told the Premier, “We are not going along with it.” 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Then why did the Leader of the National Party not have the guts to tell the Premier in here, 
when he had the opportunity to? Why did he not stand here and say, “We are not going to be bound by cabinet 
decision”? 
Mr B.J. Grylls: We are not. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The member for Pilbara is the next leader; we know that. That is why he is saying it! He is 
the next leader, but the current leader—the one he is looking to knife—did not have the guts to stand up to the 
Premier and tell him, “We are not part of this cabinet.” If the Leader of the National Party is not part of cabinet 
and he will not be bound by the decision and he will not be bound by executive government, resign and walk 
away! 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr P. Abetz) casting his vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (20) 
Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
 

Noes (35) 
Mr P. Abetz Mr J.H.D. Day Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms W.M. Duncan Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.S. Love Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.M. Britza Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Ms L. Mettam Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr V.A. Catania Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr C.D. Hatton Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A.P. Jacob Mr N.W. Morton  
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Mr Mark McGowan; Mr John Day; Mr Bill Johnston; Speaker; Dr Mike Nahan; Mr Terry Redman; Mr Colin 

Barnett; Mr Fran Logan 

            
Pair 

 Mr P.C. Tinley Mr R.F. Johnson 
 
Question thus negatived. 
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